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A MESSAGE FROM DISTRICT GOVERNOR CATHY 
 

 

Our NAMI team continues to work in teams to get our new membership  
Initiative moving forward. Have you evaluated your membership goals for the 
Year. On membership, has your club reevaluated your membership goals for the  
Year? My goal is that every club gains at least one new member, and one to 
replace any member that your club may have lost. Have you each thought about 
asking a family member to join you in service? Remember, when you are 
registered as a family your dues are reduced and you can work together on 
service projects.  
 
COVID-19 has affected many in our district by loss of jobs or a reduction in their  
hours. During this holiday season please reach out to your local food banks and 
ask them how you can help or put a holiday dinner basket that you can deliver to  
a family in need. Please remember hunger exists everyday in our towns and 
boroughs, so buy a few extra non perishable food items each time you shop and 
the delivery them  
to the food banks in your areas.  
 
January is right around the corner and now is the time to think about who would 
be a Good leader. Talk with your members and ask them to consider becoming a 
Board of Directors member or perhaps a Vice President. Take time to explain 
what each job’s duties are. I believe that many members don’t step into the 
leadership roles because they don’t know what is required of them. We will have 
training for these roles in February  for prospective new leaders.  
 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
������� 
Please remember “Where there’s a need, there’s a Lion!” 
 
 
Bee 
��������� the Change, 
District Governor 
Cathy Baker 
LionCathyBaker@gmail.com 

Seasons Greetings Lions, Lioness and LEOs, 
 
It is hard to believe that 2020 will soon be over and In 
halfway through my year as your District Governor. I have 
enjoyed seeing many of you this year and can’t wait to see 
you next year too. This year has thrown many challenges 
to all of us. I know many clubs are not doing many service 
projects or fund raisers. I encourage you all to help 
wherever you can in your communities. 
Some of us will be ringing the bell to fill the red kettles of 
the Salvation Army and Delivering Christmas meals to 
needy families. 

 
 

December newsletter deadline is 
December 28th.  Please have 

your articles and club information 
emailed to Lion Fay Watson at 

faydy320@centurylink.net       
Thank you 

 
We are in need of a Zone Chair for 

Region 3 Zones A & B (Perry 
county).  

 
Please contact:  

Region 1, Zone C Chair 
Lion Clifford "Cliff" Passuello 

Hershey Lions Club, 729 Carlson Rd. 
Hummelstown, PA 17036 

 717-571-3216(C) 
Or 

PDG Sam Wagner 
717-582-3777 (R) 
717-439-1382 (C) 

 

http://www.palions14t.org/
mailto:faydy320@centurylink.net
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2020-2021 DISTRICT CABINET 
 

 
 
District Governor 
Lion Cathy Baker 
12028 Rinehart Drive 
Waynesboro, PA 17208 
717-655-5418 (R) 
717-977-9274 (C) 
lioncathybaker@gmail.com 
 

Cabinet Secretary 
   Lion Barbara Dudek (Lion) 
   445 Springlake Rd. 
   Harrisburg, PA 17112 
   717-645-3111(C) 
   templegymm@yahoo.com 
 
 

Global Membership 
 
 
 
 

  NAMI Champion 
  Lion John Mallonee 
  1802 Wexford Rd. 
  Palmyra, PA 17078 
  717-877-7973(C) 
  pdgjohn@hersheylions.org 

 
  District Administrator 
  PDG Kathy Fouse 
  2352 State St. 
  Harrisburg, PA 17103 
  717-645-4322(C) 
  lionkathyfouse@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Immediate Past         
District Governor 
Lion Samuel Wagner  
225 Nekoda Road 
Millerstown, PA 17062 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 
717-582-3777 (R) 
717-439-1382 (C) 
srwagner@embarqmail.com 

 
 

Cabinet Treasurer 
   Lion Dennis Alleman  
   130 Pheasant Circle 
   Chambersburg, PA 17202 
   717-264-9345(H) 
   dralleman@embarqmail.com 

 
Region 1-2, Zone A  
Lion Georgianna Neufer 
 
 
 
 
1024 N. Kathryn Ave. 
Dauphin, PA 17018 
717-921-8990 (R) 
717-579-6593 (C)  

  neufergs@comcast.net 
 

 
 

  Region 3, Zone A B 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

1st Vice Dist. Governor 
Lion Peggy Hummel 
PO Box 248 
Shermans Dale,PA 17090 
717-576-7330 (R) 
peghum@gmail.com  

 

Global Leadership 
   IPDG Lion Sam Wagner  
   225 Nekoda Rd. 
   Millerstown, PA 17062 
   717-589-3777(H) 
   717-439-1382(C) 
   stwagner@embarqmail.com 

 
Region 1-2, Zone B  
Lion Douglas Long  
126 Cardinal Lane 
Hummelstown, PA 17036 
717-583-2245 (R) 
717-319-7383(C) 
dakotaroamer@yahoo.com 

 

  Region 4, Zone A  
  Chuck Vickery (Lion) 
  14021 Harbaugh Church Rd. 
  Waynesboro, PA  17268 
  301-491-3213 (C) 
 ringgoldboy@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  2nd Vice Dist. Governor 
  Lion Thomas Ralston, Sr. 
  20 Steiger Ave. 
  Mercersburg, PA 17236 
  717-328-5190 (H) 
  tncralston@gmail.com 
  
 
  Global Service Team 

Lion Kathy Fouse 
2352 State Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17103 
717-695-0943 (R) 
717-645-4322 (C) 

   lionkathyfouse@gmail.com 
 
 

Region 1-2, Zone C  
 
 
 
 
 
 Region 4, Zone B  
 Lion Joel Leckron 
 653 S. Main St, Unit 3  
 Chambersburg, PA 17201 
 717-261-0344 (R) 
 717-660-7299 (C) 
 joelleckron@gmail.com

IMPORTANT DATES / EVENTS 2020-2021 
 

CABINET MEETINGS:                    DISTRICT CONVENTION: 
 

February 28, 2021                       April 24, 2021 
   State Office Bldg.          Red Lion Hotel 
   949 E. Park Drive           4751 Lindle Rd 
   Harrisburg, PA               Harrisburg, PA 

 
              
  
14-T NEW MEMBERS, OCT 2020     14-T MEMBERS DECEASED, OCT 2020 
 
GREENCASTLE (006502) - LIONS CLUB    PORT ROYAL (006533) - LIONS CLUB 
PAYTON A WILSON        H PAUL EHRLICH 
   
PENBROOK (006531) - LIONS CLUB    GREENCASTLE (006502) – LIONS CLUB 
  MICHAEL O KINNEY        ALLEN K MAIROSE 
  DESEAN G LONGINO 
 
PORT ROYAL (006533) - LIONS CLUB 
  JAMES K. MOORE 
 
           
              
 

http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
mailto:templegymm@yahoo.com
mailto:pdgjohn@hersheylions.org
mailto:lionkathyfouse@gmail.com
mailto:dralleman@embarqmail.com
mailto:neufergs@comcast.net
mailto:peghum@gmail.com
mailto:stwagner@embarqmail.com
mailto:dakotaroamer@yahoo.com
mailto:ringgoldboy@yahoo.com
mailto:tncralston@gmail.com
mailto:lionkathyfouse@gmail.comhansbury@pa.net
mailto:joelleckron@gmail.com
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  2VDG TOM’s MESSAGE 
 
 
 

 

 

1VDG PEGGY’s MESSAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It has been hard to find joy or be grateful when we see 
many around us in pain at this time.  Some have been 
very ill and some of us have lost friends and family to this 
deadly virus.  How then can we be grateful?   Someone 
once said,   “if we focus on gratitude, the tide of 
disappointment goes out and the tide of love rushes in”.  
“Gratitude can transform each day into days of 
thanksgiving, routine jobs become joyful and ordinary 
things become blessings.”   
 
Our Organization has a long and proud history of service 
to our neighbors, our communities and the world, over 
100 years of uncommon kindness, just doing ordinary 
things.  Every day, as we put one foot in front of the 
other, we continue to build on this legacy of kindness. 
 
My challenge to you during this Holiday season is to 
remember your many talents.  We all have something 
that makes us special.  Maybe that is making others 
laugh, baking, or organizing.  Think about how your talent 
can become a gift to a neighbor, friend, or family 
member.   
 
Sometimes what we think is small and nonconsequential, 
such as standing in a parking lot on a cold day to help 
direct traffic for our local toy drives, has the most 
profound ending.  Think of that child receiving that toy 
with love, because of how You were able to help make 
that happen.    
 
Please be safe as we continue to Serve together.  You 
are all in my thoughts as we step somewhat hesitantly, 
but hopeful, into 2021.  I wish you all the Best.  
 
Serving Together,  
Lion Peggy Hummel, 1st VDG 14-T 
peghum@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Greetings Lions, Lioness and 
Leos,  
 
I continue to wish you all well 
and please stay safe. I am 
humbled by all of you 
working so hard to help our 
communities.    
 

 

Seasons Greetings one and all; 
 
As we begin what is supposedly the 
most joyous time of the year I’m 
having problems staying upbeat 
and positive about the Holidays. 
(This is the sixth attempt to write 
this and it’s hard not to be 
depressing and whiney.) I apologize 
if it comes across that way. I have 
been trying to find something to 
help me and would recommend two 
songs that have been on my mind 
lately, “Joy to the World” and “The 
Impossible Dream”.  
 

December for those of us who are hunters means deer 
season and a chance to spend time outdoors and maybe put 
some meat in the freezer. Good luck to all who chase the 
wary whitetail. 
  
December is also a time for families and friends to gather and 
celebrate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and/or Christmas. Please 
consider what these observances mean and let them make 
us mindful of what the future holds for us. Let us hope that 
we will have the opportunity to share those blessings 
together during the coming year. 
  
December is a time for us to reflect on what we have 
achieved as Lions this year and to make plans to do even 
greater things in 2021. Never forget that WE SERVE!!! 
  
Please take time to help those in need, thank those who care 
and protect us and remember those who have traveled this 
road before us. 

  
May God bless each and everyone of us and bring us into a 
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 
 
 
Yours in service; 
Tom Ralston 
2VGD 
 

mailto:peghum@gmail.com
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GLOBAL SERVICE TEAM MESSAGE 
 

Let’s discuss Recycling Eyeglasses this month… 

With COVID-19 putting the brakes on many of our Lions 
activities, our clubs are looking for ways to “safely” serve. 

There is a wealth of information to be found in LCI’s Resource 
Center. 

1. Go to lionsclubs.org 

2. Click on Resources for Member 

3. Click on Resource Center 

4. Scroll down and click on Service Activities 

5. Scroll through the 100 Resources – looking for sources 
related to Recycling Eyeglasses 

Here, resources include brochures, posters, labels, news 
releases, collection boxes and much more – all to help you with 
Eyeglass Recycling. 

Has your Club partnered with your local eye doctors, local 
churches, local schools, local businesses, local sports venues? 
The list is endless. 

Did you know that you can “recognize” those partners with a 
“Certificate of Appreciation” – publication number – “iad405”. 

Eyeglass collection boxes can be ordered from the “LCI Shop,” 
but if your Club doesn’t need a case of 10 boxes, I have some 
available at the Lions State Office. 

A shorter version of Resources can be found by going to 
lionsclubs.org and searching for Eyeglass Recycling. 

Once your recycling boxes are placed at various locations 
throughout your community – please make sure to check them at 
least monthly. 

Count your recycled glasses and then report that number with 
your Club’s activities using MyLION. 

Your Club can present them to the District Governor during the 
Official Visit OR deliver them to PDG Joann Williams OR deliver 
them to the Lions State Office. 

Your recycled eyeglasses will make their final journey on a 
mission trip giving corrected vision to those in need in 
underdeveloped countries around the world. 

Reporting Statistics: These are the “reported activity figures” 
taken on November 29 showing Club activities since July 1: 

November     October                                + figures for Nov 
88,750            57,421      People served            +31,329  
396                 303           Activities            +93 
7,096              5,200        Volunteer Hrs              +1,896 
$43,655         $37,042      Raised            +$6,613 
$26,464         $19,882      Donated            +$6,582 
 

As you can see, our Clubs ARE staying active. These figures 
reflect 28 of our 44 Clubs reporting. Just a reminder, my most 
important goal for 2020-2021 is to have 100% of our Clubs 
reporting. If you have any questions or need any assistance, 
please contact me. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For the month of December – while you addressing your holiday 
cards, to take a few extra cards and write a short note and 
deliver them to a local nursing home – it takes so little time to 
bring delight to a resident and put a smile on their face. 

“Here’s to all volunteers, those dedicated people who give 
selflessly of their time, talent and treasurers. THANK YOU for 
making the world a better place. 

PDG Kathy Fouse, District GST Coordinator 
District Administrator 
lionkathyfouse@gmail.com 

 
 
 

COLLECTING/PRESORTING EYEGLASSES 
 
Collecting eyeglasses is a service project that many Clubs in our 
District are involved with.  I wanted to share with you  
information about where those collected eyeglasses go as well 
as how you can presort the eyeglasses as a club project.  
Collected eyeglasses are taken to the New Jersey Lions 
Eyeglasses Recycling Center.  It is located on the grounds of 
Katzenbach School for the Deaf in West Trenton, New Jersey.  
This is one of eleven recycling centers located in the United 
States.  Yearly, they handle 1,200,000 eyeglasses.  Their 
purpose is twofold:  to collect, clean, neutralize, designate 
prescriptions of used eyeglasses and to store and package 
them for distribution to needy groups and individuals throughout 
the world.  Volunteers include students at the school, lion 
members, other organizations, inmates at local correctional 
institution.  For more info, check out their website www.njlerc.org   
 
If you are aware of medical mission groups who provide vision 
exams, there is a form on the website for them to order 
eyeglasses to take along. 
 
If your Club chooses to presort, here are some helpful tips. 
Please throw away:  eyeglass cases, broken eyeglasses, loose 
lens.  If you have a way of disposing these items, please do so.  
If not, box together and I will throw away. 
Box eyeglasses and sunglasses separately as well as reading 
glasses.  Mark on box the contents:  
Prescription/Sunglasses/Readers. 
Do not fill box completely to the top.  Glasses will get broken in 
transit.  Use sturdy boxes for storage.  Do not use extra large 
boxes as they become too heavy to lift and maneuver.  
Hearing aids are also collected and given to  PA Lions Hearing 
Research Committee who provide them to a research lab in 
Western PA. 
 
You can bring collected eyeglasses to District Meetings for 
pickup; drop off at PA Lions State Office, 949 East Park Drive, 
Harrisburg; drop off at my home, 6088 Molly Pitcher Hwy South, 
Chambersburg. 
 
Thank you for supporting this District Project. 
 
PDG Joann Williams 
Eyeglasses/Hearing Aids Collection Coordinator 
 

http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.njlerc.org/
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NORTHEAST PA LIONS SERVICE FOUNDATION 

The Northeast PA Lions Service Foundation is pleased to report 
that nearly $40,000 has been awarded to nine clubs this Lions 
year to date. Since our last report in September, two patient care 
grants (Districts C and D) and one community project grant 
(District H) were approved.  
    The foundation would like to assure Lion, Lioness and Leo 
clubs that we are still very active despite the pandemic 
challenges that we all have to contend with recently. We are 
accepting applications for patient care, equipment, and 
community project grants and all applications will be considered 
for any project that a club deems worthy of sponsoring. Please 
visit www.nepalsf.org to access application guidelines under the 
GRANTS tab. If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please reach out to your district’s board members or to 
grants@nepalsf.org.  
     We plan to hold a working retreat in January at Vision 
Resources of Central PA and to sponsor a learning luncheon at 
the state council meeting in February, barring COVID restrictions 
on these events. 
     Any written correspondence to the Northeast PA Lions 
Foundation should be sent to PO Box 415 Macungie, PA 18062. 
The Jacksonville Rd, Bethlehem address is no longer valid.  
     The board of directors would like to recognize PCC Lowell 
Hawk, charter board member. He is changing roles with the 
foundation and will continue as an advisory member of the 
board. PCC Hawk has been instrumental in our success through 
the transition from the eye bank and as vice president of the 
board. We mourn the loss of another charter board member and 
our treasurer, PDG Don Mills who passed on recently and 
whose leadership, generosity of spirit, and integrity will be sorely 
missed.  
       The NEPALSF board wishes you and yours a safe and 
happy holiday season. 
     
                                           Submitted by Lion Vicky Dougherty 
 
 

NORTH AMERICAN MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVE (NAMI) 
 
 
 
We continue to move forward.  These words can apply to 
so many aspects of our lives these days, both as Lions 
and beyond.  I’m proud to say that when it comes to the 
North American Membership Initiative (NAMI) in District 
14-T that we are doing so as well. 
 
In previous updates, you’ve heard about why we have 
NAMI and why it’s so important (so we can reverse 35+ 
years of membership declines in North America).  You’ve 
also heard how we would be forming teams in four focus 
areas: creating new clubs, welcoming new members to 
our existing clubs, improving the experience of our 
members (especially through involvement in service), and 
improving leadership within our district and clubs.  You’ve 
also heard that we were going to conduct SWOT Analysis 
to look at our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
threats. 

 
 
Our 4 team leaders and others within our district did indeed 
conduct the SWOT Analysis.  Through some engaging 
conversation, we identified a large number of ideas and areas 
in our clubs where we can focus to improve and grow.  Our 
team leaders have enlisted additional team members this past 
month and were all meeting in the month of November to 
establish goals for this year.  As we discussed the SWOT 
findings, it became clear how these would feed into goals and 
corresponding plans to achieve them. 
 
So what are our next steps?  After our teams identify their 
goals, which we’ve discussed need to be achievable and 
reasonable for this year, they will also identify the specific 
steps (or plans) to realize those goals.  It’s important to note 
that these goals will be very tangible and actionable and will 
involve our clubs.  We want to take positive steps to improve 
where we can and to support our clubs in real ways.  We are 
all in service together, and we all have a role to play in moving 
forward as Lions. 
 
So how can you help as we take these next steps?  If you are 
contacted by one of our teams, I ask you to be collaborative 
and cooperative.  Please be open to engaging with our teams, 
provide them with information I when they ask, and consider 
participating. If you have any questions, I encourage you to 
contact myself of District Governor Cathy so we can do what 
makes sense to help our clubs and district. 
 
I realize that the current pandemic can make even basic club 
functions difficult.  We all feel the challenges.  I encourage you 
to stay connected as clubs and adjust your focus to conduct 
fundraisers and service projects that make sense at this 
time.  If you have any questions about virtual meetings, I’m 
also happy to help you directly as our Technology 
Chairperson.  Each club needs to decide what’s best for 
themselves, but nothing will happen if we don’t try. 
 
I will continue to provide updates as our teams make 
progress.  As our District Governor says, “Bee the Change”.  I 
wish you all the best as we move to wrapping 2020 for good 
and moving onto 2021.   
 
Lastly, I thank our team leaders: VDG Tom Ralston, PDG 
Kathy Fouse, and PDG Sam Wagner (doing double duty) and 
their teams for their focus on this critical initiative, and DG 
Cathy for her support and commitment. 
 
 
Yours in Service, 
PDG Lion John Mallonee 
District 14-T NAMI Champion 
pdgjohn@hersheylions.org 
 

mailto:grants@nepalsf.org
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                               EAST HANOVER LIONS 

 
  
Elementary students of the first trimester and their families were 
guests at the East Hanover Lions business meeting on  
November 10.  
 
The fifth grade students from East Hanover Elementary Dauphin 
county and East Hanover Elementary Lebanon county were 
awarded certificates, a large Hershey bar and a cash prize. 
Congratulations to Leah Sherman (Dauphin county and Sawyer 
Hartman (Lebanon county). 
 
Pictured above are student Leah Sherman, committee co-chair 
Nancy Gamber and student Sawyer Hartman 
 
 

BUCHANAN LIONESS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buchanan Lioness Club of Mercersburg Celebrate 

30 years of Service 
 
On October 27, the Buchanan Lioness Club of Mercersburg 
held their Charter Night Celebration, rescheduled from 
April.  President Joann Williams thanked members for their 
time, energy, skills, talents given over the years to serve 
others.   
 
Several recognitions were given out:  Club Lioness of the 
Year presented to Joann Williams; Carl Shoemaker Award 
given to Amy Hornbaker;  PA Lions Fellowship given to 
Lynda Beckwith; Melvin Jones Fellow given to Sue Royer.   
 
Five charter members were in attendance:  
(pictured above)  Joann Williams, Carole Carbaugh,  
Gloria Pine, Carol Ralston, Linda Hoffman. 
 

GREENCASTLE-ANTRIM LIONESS 
 
Greencastle-Antrim Lioness Club is donating a total of $600 to three area food pantries. 
They are located at Storehouse Community Church, Buchanan Trail West; Greencastle; Antrim Brethren in Christ Church, 
Kauffman Road East, Chambersburg; and Greencastle Presbyterian Church, West Baltimore Street, Greencastle. Each will receive 
$200. 
Several club members are helping school nurses with vision screenings. They have competed work at Greencastle-Antrim 
Elementary School (third to fifth grades), and as of Nov. 9 were to be at Greencastle Primary School (kindergarten through second 
grades.) 
Lionesses are working on a project which will see that residents of Heritage Hills Retirement Home, Shanks Church Road, 
Greencastle, receive holiday cards each day for at least one week around Christmas. 
The group continues to co-sponsor, with Greencastle Lions Club, students of the month at Greencastle-Antrim High School. 
(Janice Wene Haas, historian 717-816-6297). 

  

2020 INTERNATIONAL LEO DAY PARTY 
 
On December 5, join Leos from around the world as we 
celebrate the 63rd anniversary of the Leo Club Program. You 
can watch the winning 2020 Leo Video Contest entries, 
compete in interactive trivia with attendees, see the launch of 
the brand new Leo club look and much more! 

http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
http://www.palions14t.org/
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Submitted by: 
    Lion John Petrina 
   Peace Poster Chair 
  

14-T LIONS 2020-2021 PEACE POSTER CONTEST WINNERS 



Visit us at:  www.palions14t.org 
 
 

8   

  

A few pictures from the District 14-T Virtual Cabinet Meeting – November 15th 2020 
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                                                                                            ADOPT A SOLDIER! 
     
 

 

 
Dear Council Chairwoman Marilyn Wagner, District Governors, Partners in Service, GST Tom Gregg, State Administrator 
Lion Bob McComas and District Newsletter Editors; 
 
 I am writing to you regarding the PA Lions Adopt A Soldier Project and the continuing efforts to make this project a 
statewide initiative.   
 
I am very pleased to say that we have received the overseas contact information in order to mail the boxes to the soldiers. 
Thank you to ID Larry and Lion Susan Edwards for their efforts in obtaining the address allowing us to move ahead earlier 
this year, as well as their confidence in asking me to chair this project.  
 
When I started this project about 3 years ago within my local area and with 2 Lions Clubs, we rallied the community to join 
us and had great success. We have been doing it ever since and have shared the idea with our District and others across 
the state. Last year I had the goal of seeing it go statewide when I heard there was a platoon of 800 PA soldiers overseas. I 
contacted each Governor explaining what we were trying to achieve but due to the short notice in receiving the shipping 
addresses, some Districts were unable to participate. Statewide last year we sent approximately 400 boxes overseas to PA 
soldiers, and that was on very short notice.  
 
This year when I was asked by ID Larry to help promote this project statewide and make it a bigger success, I was 
determined to obtain the shipping address earlier and thanks to ID Larry and Lion Susan, that has happened.  
 
We have decided to divide up the state by region, giving each region one shipping address (we received 3) thereby allowing 
adjoining Districts and Clubs to work together in utilizing the resources of their communities and hopefully being able to 
receive more donations.  I’m asking if you could share this information with the clubs in your District and publish it in your 
newsletters as well. We even had clubs include their Leo Clubs. Not only did they donate boxes, they helped with the 
packing, sealing and preparing to ship. I’m including a flyer we used to promote it and since it’s a word document, it can be 
modified with each district or clubs specific information as well as contact information for any questions.  I was also asked to 
share some tips on how we were able to get the community onboard with us.  
 
PUBLICIZING: If I had only sent this project information out to my club members, we might have gotten 20-25 boxes 
donated. So I decided to appeal to our local community by writing up what we were doing, attaching a picture of our flyer 
which lists suggested items to be included in the boxes, and putting it on a “locals” Facebook page. I also put it on my 
church Facebook page, some local yard sale site pages and asked all my friends and fellow club members to share it to 
their friends as well. The response was incredible - the first year we sent out over 60 boxes and last year it was 95 boxes. I 
used social media to my advantage. I also listed my phone number on the flyer so I could answer any questions, as well as 
used my address as the drop off location.  Providing them with multiple contacts and drop-off locations could add 
confusion.   
 
BOXES:  When anyone expressed interest in participating, I had them get a medium size flat rate box from the post 
office (I also picked up 50 boxes from the post office and left them on my front porch so anyone could pick up a box from 
me if they needed it. Also some people dropped of their donations in bags so I would box them). Having a uniform size box 
helped not only fitting everything into them but in transporting them to the post office. I asked everyone to bring the boxes 
unsealed so I could inspect them to make sure there was no unapproved items included since I was signing the custom 
forms and so I knew what was in the box to include on the customs form.  I then sealed them with good clear packaging 
tape, attached the mailing address (the post office will give you priority mail address labels for free) and the completed 
custom form.  
 
SHIPPING COSTS:  The charge for shipping the medium flat rate box is $15.05 this year (military rate to an APO address - 
make sure to specify that it’s military rate at the post office). When someone stated they wanted to Adopt A Soldier I gave 
them all the information and also asked them to include the cost of shipping. I told them they could give me cash or a check 
made out to my Lions club and it could be a tax write-off for them. My club then gave me one check in the end when we 
took all the boxes to the post office to be shipped.  Some people even gave extra money to pay for someone else’s shipping 
costs. In the end this highly successful and worthwhile project cost our club nothing financially but has given us so much in 
terms of goodwill, positive publicity and new member interest.  A Win-Win!  

 
CUSTOM FORMS:  Make sure to talk to your local post office and get the most up to date custom forms. Ask them how 
they want them filled out and they may even give you examples.  Our post office was happy to work with us and help 
us.  One post office after hearing what we were doing, even had an employee volunteer to help fill out the custom forms and 
they processed the boxes as well.  Also see under BOXES some information on custom forms.  
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FOLLOWUP THANK YOU POSTS:  I always made sure to post on each Facebook page that I had publicized this project on, 
how helpful the post office had been as well as thanking the community for their donations.  I also took pictures at the post 
office of us bringing all the boxes in, posted those pictures and told everyone how many we were actually able to send out. It 
has brought us repeat donators as well as interest in our club.  
 
CUT OFF DATE:  You will each need to decide what your last date to accept donations will be but keep in mind that the 
post office usually wants all military mailings out by the end of the first week in December to make sure they will be 
delivered before Christmas. I would never turn down a box if someone needed more time. The way I looked at was even if 
it was late getting there, it was better late than never.  
 
ITEMS:  I will attach the flyer that was made up to give suggestions of acceptable items. Remember it could be a male or 
female soldier.  Each year I’ve been amazed at the ingenuity of some people in including things I would never think 
of.  Snacks, personal care items, crossword, find-a-word and Sudoku puzzles, playing cards, hard candy, gum, licorice, 
jerky, socks, bandanas, pens, writing paper, mints, nuts, crackers, trail mix, dried fruit and magazines are just some ideas. 
Someone even added a small football and frisbee. They will not allow any aerosol cans, solid stick deodorants, fireworks, 
lighters, matches or alcohol. I encouraged each contributor to add a personalized, signed note with their address in the 
hopes they would get a note back from “their soldier”. I received lovely thank you notes 2 out of the 3 years we have done it. 
It also helps to include a little note from your local Lions club noting this a Lions project and since these boxes are all going 
to PA Soldiers who are currently overseas, they may feel inclined to search out the Lions club in their local community when 
they return stateside.  We can always use more members, right!! 
 
I know this is lengthy and I apologize, but I wanted to make sure you had as much information as possible. If any of you 
have any questions, please feel free to call me (610-724-3904) and I’ll do my best to answer them.  I hope you will all 
embrace this statewide project and show your communities “We Serve” is our motto and what a better way then  sending 
some PA love to a PA soldier who is serving very very far from home.  
 
Yours in Lionism, 
 
PDG Nancy E. Gauthier, Chair 
PA Lions Adopt A Soldier Project 
 
 
ADDRESS TO SHIP BOXES TO IS: 
 
ATTN: ERBIL DUSTOFF 
C CO. 2 / 104th GSAB, 28th ECAB APO 
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Help the Lions, help the blind & hearing impaired! Plus much more. Our 
annual "Mixed Nuts" sale has started but has hit a set back due to the 
Covid-19 virus . Some of our loyal outlets have not allowed us to sell these 
annual holiday treats at their location. We are asking if you would like to 
buy them by contacting us directly? We still have some at our usual 
locations. They are:  
 
Wentzel's Mill (Bridgeport),  
Vicky's Treasures (Bridgeport), 
West Perry Pharmacy (Loysville) 
Landisburg Mart (Landisburg) 
Fersters (New Bloomfield) 
VFW (New Bloomfield) 
Village Square Hardware (Shermansdale) 
Rebecca Reisinger Insurance (Elliottsburg) 
1892 unrefined (Elliottsburg) 
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